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This course is designed to explore the politics of social policy and its impact on the development of community. We will focus our attention on the political effects of social policy in Canada and more specifically in the development of community interests and services in Thunder Bay. The course will consist of one lecture per week based on the text for the course. This will be accompanied by presentations and discussions focussed on the issue covered in the text in the other class for that week. Each week we will invite a person to the class who has experience and understanding of the issue under consideration. Students are expected to complete the weekly readings from the text and to participate in discussions on a regular basis.

Grading:

Web Journal…………………………….20%

Media Report…..……………………….40%

Agency Report and Participation  ….. …40%

Web Journal – Each student is required to submit one page per week (12 weeks) of commentary on the weekly readings. Grading will be based on clarity of observation and analysis.

Media Report – Each student is required to submit a ten-page (double-spaced typed) report on the media’s coverage of an issue over an 8 week period that is related to community development or the development of social policy. Reports must also include at least ten academic sources as well that comment on and analyze the issue. Due on February 27 in class.

Agency and Participation Report – Using the internet, and other research materials, students will prepare a report on a particular agency in Thunder Bay that follows a template to be distributed in the second or third week of class. The purpose is to present a history, vision and personal volunteer activity report on a particular agency involved in community development in Thunder Bay.  Due on the last day of class.

All written material will be assembled into a publication that will serve as an introduction to community development work in Thunder Bay.

Required Text:

Westhues, Anne, ed. Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives. Waterloo: Wilfred Laurier Press, 2003.
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                Dr. D. West

COURSE OUTLINE







   Winter 2006

READING AND CLASS SCHEDULE

January 4- Introduction to  Social Policy and Community Development in Canada 



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 1

January 9-11 – Child Poverty 



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 2

January 16-18- Native Peoples and Social work: Who is Developing ?
Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 3

January 23-25 – Housing and Homelessness



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 4

January 30 – February 1 – Development and Single-Parenting



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 5

February 6-8 – Social Welfare, Workfare and Volunteerism as Community Development



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 6

February 13-15  - Sexuality, Social Policy and Development: Advancing Human Rights



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 7

February 20-22 -   Reading Week

February 27– March 1 – Immigration and Development: Making Room for Newcomers
Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 8

Media Report is due on February 27th
March 6-8 – Health Care and Human Development



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 9

March 13-15 – Aging and Development



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 10

March 20-22 – Development and Disabilities: The Duty to Accommodate



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 11

March 27-29 – Evaluating Social Policy as a Tool for Community Development



Reading: Canadian Social Policy: Issues and Perspectives -  Chapter 17

April 3 – Final Thoughts 



Agency and Participation Report is due.
